









1 August 2012



Dear colleague.

Invitations to bid to host 2015 Commonwealth Local Government Conference

CLGF is inviting bids to host the 2015 Commonwealth Local Government Conference. We expect that the conference will take place during March-April 2015.

The Commonwealth Local Government Conference is a unique opportunity for senior mayors and local government leaders, ministers, permanent secretaries, senior officials and other stakeholders from across the Commonwealth to meet and discuss key policy issues and practical solutions. Previous conferences have also attracted Heads of Government and high profile guest speakers such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Professor Jeffrey Sachs.

The conference is attended by many senior local government leaders, national and provincial ministers of local government, and senior officers.  The 2009 conference in Grand Bahama had more than 600 delegates; the sixth conference was hosted by the Cardiff Council, UK in March 2011 and also received more than 600 delegates. The 2013 conference in Kampala. Uganda, is expected to receive the same high level of attendance.

Hosting the Commonwealth Local Government Conference provides a valuable opportunity for the host city/partnership and host country to:

· project themselves internationally and raise their global profile
· interact with senior local government figures from across the world and receive important personalities from major international organisations and agencies 
· provide a boost for local government in the host country and highlight local innovations and good local government practice 
· bring inward investment and spin-offs for local business and community organisations, not only during the conference, but also in the run-up and afterwards.

As part of the conference legacy and dissemination of the outcomes, the report/recommendations of the conference will be formally submitted to the 2015 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting for consideration and endorsement. All conference delegates, CLGF members and other important stakeholders will receive a copy of the conference report. This will further highlight the host city/country and its activities internationally.


/more

We wish to leave the detailed theme and title open to encourage bidders to suggest areas in local government in which they excel and can demonstrate good practice.  Suggestions will be submitted to the CLGF Board for discussion and final decision to reflect the Board’s priorities and the international nature of the event.  

As most regions of the Commonwealth have previously hosted the conference, we would like to encourage bids from every region to host the 2015 conference, but we will take into consideration those regions which have not hosted the conference recently. Also, the recent meeting of the CLGF Executive Committee agreed that, should there be two or more exceptional bids from different regions, CLGF will also consider whether it should award the hosting of the 2017 conference to allow a longer lead in time in future. 

Note that bids must be in to CLGF by 30 September 2012 at latest as indicated in the enclosed schedule.  It would also be helpful to our processes if we could have an initial expression of interest by the end of August with the detailed bid in by end September. We hope that we will be able to announce the successful bid at the 2013 Commonwealth Local Government Conference in Kampala in May 2013. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Director of Communications Sue Rhodes if you would like to have more information or an informal discussion about bidding to host the conference.

Yours sincerely




Carl Wright
Secretary-General, CLGF
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