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About this note
The Urban Finance Action Group (UFAG), convened under the Commonwealth
Sustainable Cities Coalition (CSCC), explored the urban finance gap and identified
practical pathways for strengthening local government finance across the
Commonwealth. 

Supporting the full research paper ‘The Urban Finance Gap: Systems, Constraints,
and Reform Pathways across the Commonwealthʼ, this note accompanies the revised
recommendations and is intended to show how they relate to different audiences.

The purpose is not to suggest that some audiences matter and others do not. Rather,
it is to clarify where the main responsibility or leverage sits, and who else needs to
support, enable or help implement change.

Why audience framing matters

The UFAG process highlighted that the urban finance gap is not simply a question of
local government capacity. It is shaped by:

fiscal frameworks
intergovernmental relations
borrowing conditions
intermediary institutions
climate finance pathways
and the equity with which resources are distributed across the urban system.

Because of this, different actors will need to engage with the recommendations in
different ways.

https://commonwealthsustainablecities.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/CSCC_The-Urban-Finance-Gap_Urban-Finance.pdf
https://commonwealthsustainablecities.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/CSCC_The-Urban-Finance-Gap_Urban-Finance.pdf
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https://www.clgf.org.uk/what-we-do/cities-network/
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