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                   Commonwealth Local Government Forum

2012 MEETING OF EUROPEAN MEMBERS

FINAL STATEMENT

Commonwealth local government calls for greater access to EU funds
Senior representatives from local and central government from Cyprus, Malta and the United Kingdom met in Strovolos Municipality, Cyprus, 7-8 June 2012 under the auspices of the Commonwealth Local Government Forum (CLGF), hosted by the Union of Cyprus Municipalities (UCM).
Presentations were made by the Mayor of Strovolos, the Mayor of Nicosia, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of the Interior and the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Issues discussed included common challenges in areas such as waste management, transport, the environment, energy, urban regeneration and cultural heritage.  

Participants received a report on the work of CLGF and the endorsement it had received from Commonwealth Heads of Government in 2011, as well as on the implementation of the Cardiff Consensus on Local Economic Development and the CLGF Inclusive Cities Network. They agreed to work closely with CLGF to promote local democracy, exchange good practice policy and strengthen local government in the Commonwealth.
The meeting reviewed local government developments and reforms in Cyprus, Malta and the UK with special emphasis on the challenges being faced by the international financial and eurozone crisis, particularly as it affected youth and other vulnerable groups. They also exchanged experiences on city-to-city partnerships. They noted with concern the present health hazard posed by the breakdown in waste collection in the occupied area of Nicosia, which is affecting the entire city of Nicosia, and highlighted the Commonwealth’s strong support for the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus.

A substantial part of the meeting was devoted to an exchange of experience on local government access of the structural development cooperation and democracy and human rights funding instruments of the EU and how this could be improved. It was agreed to request the Cyprus Presidency of the EU, due to start 1 July 2012 to:
· Ensure that local government has a key role in delivering EU-funded programmes.

· Allow EU programmes to be customised to local economic need.

· Support reform of the financing instrument for development cooperation (DCI), the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) and the European Instrument for the promotion of democracy and human rights (EIDHR) to ensure that local government in the Commonwealth and elsewhere as well as its representative organisations such as CLGF have better recognition and access.
/more
· Work with the CLGF, its European members and other partners such as the PLATFORMA network of local authorities to take forward the proposed European Commission Communication on local and regional authorities and development.

· Encourage, under the auspices of CLGF, successful bids for EU development and democracy and human rights funds and where appropriate, with other Commonwealth partner organisations such as the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association to secure resources.

They also agreed to meet later in 2012 in Brussels with the responsible Cyprus minister and officials in pursuit of the above objectives and to hold their 2013 meeting in the UK.
Participants looked forward to the CLGF Conference on Developmental Local Government, Kampala, Uganda, May 2013 which they hoped would provide an opportunity to engage with the EU and other development partners in putting local government at the heart of development.

Warm appreciation was expressed to the Mayor of Strovolos, the Union of Cyprus Municipalities and the Government of Cyprus for their generous support and hospitality in hosting the meeting.
